
Cuba and the Empire: A Long and Tumultuous
History
Cuba and the United States have a long and tumultuous history, marked by
both cooperation and conflict. This article explores the complex relationship
between these two countries, from the early days of Spanish colonialism to
the present day.
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Early History

The first interactions between Cuba and the United States occurred in the
early 19th century, when both countries were vying for control of the
Caribbean. The United States was interested in Cuba as a potential market
for its goods, while Cuba was seeking independence from Spain.

In 1898, the United States intervened in the Cuban War of Independence
and helped to defeat the Spanish. As a result of the war, Cuba gained its

FREE

https://lending.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlhxdnUwUk1JMERib21DbDVvZXlXV1o4SUc3dmFCQThuZmY1aURDdDcydUZNbVVRc0RzRWN5OHVSXC9UWlJPeG1KSzl4XC9mTUhHM0d3TklcL1lMaHRTc3Rhd01ZenllMFZ4SDlMdCtiYlJoWE9waHZjUngybEw0dGtON2Z4UGxpbVJvNXhmbEw5ZkNiZXhCektrczUyUWUwMW5BdUJXa3ZiSzdsXC9jM3BEQjBUdFNpemtTdFpTeFN1eEVWVnM5YUxIVisiLCJpdiI6ImY5NzNkOTc3OTdiOTNiNGE5NDlkODM3OWNkYmNlNWNjIiwicyI6IjUzMTFjMDUwNzRiNzhkNjMifQ%3D%3D
https://lending.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImhnQXR6eTJjRU9SdFFmeUNLNXJnT2xlNE80SWo5eUtxamR6WnJqaURBS2lreEUySTVRXC8yVFpRNW4xZVNSTlZSOUdJNmdOWUN4bDhLTkxSd1l6d2txd3o4RTVpUWVGQmRcL3VqeVwvQkFyT0NuOGoyNHJ2dHNqZkg2dTAwRk9nUDhvSkM5SGFqRlFFdXRNN3JoeDRKcmJteDBLXC9RelhwdktKWHkyKzNsZ01CUlJ3N0VYbzNUakxXc3hBTmcxUWRCS2UiLCJpdiI6ImNiMDQxN2E4OTUwYzAyZGYwMzAxMmNmYjZiOTRkMjdkIiwicyI6ImRmMWE1MWIyNjVjMWY4ZGIifQ%3D%3D
https://lending.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjVRUjgrUElzMDlETlJoOFVjVjhsd2llNGRzMzhNTG5VcU1DZHdvbkM4TTF2Umsxb1ZUQzNxMzJvYWNLVlo5ZDRWa216RDVsdWZ1b1RmbHkybWdpV1BZNmg1a0doeTd1YmdDSlVYNGF6WXd4N0tzOTFUSWZWSklDZEFMNm9TS045d09EUmhjQ0RURU1iN3R1d0V4QlZsdGRFQUNFQVRNem9XaCtRd0tDMjBCVm45M2JCUHFDVDIwcVdmbHZPNXZzYSIsIml2IjoiNmVjZTk4Zjk3YTBhOThlNzgyN2YyMmJlNWU4YjVkYTciLCJzIjoiMWExNDkyOWZiNzc1ZjdjYSJ9


independence from Spain and became a U.S. protectorate.

The Platt Amendment

As part of the peace treaty that ended the Spanish-American War, the
United States imposed the Platt Amendment on Cuba. The Platt
Amendment gave the United States the right to intervene in Cuba's internal
affairs and to maintain a naval base at Guantanamo Bay.

The Platt Amendment was a source of great resentment for many Cubans,
who saw it as a violation of their sovereignty. The amendment was
eventually abrogated in 1934, but the United States continued to maintain a
strong influence over Cuba.

The Cold War

The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union had a
profound impact on Cuba. In 1959, Fidel Castro and his communist
guerrillas overthrew the U.S.-backed dictator Fulgencio Batista.

Castro's victory alarmed the United States, which feared that Cuba would
become a Soviet satellite. In 1961, the United States launched the Bay of
Pigs invasion in an attempt to overthrow Castro. The invasion failed, and
Castro's regime emerged from the crisis stronger than ever.

In response to the Bay of Pigs invasion, Castro aligned Cuba with the
Soviet Union. The Soviet Union provided Cuba with economic and military
aid, and Cuba became a major base for Soviet intelligence and military
operations in the Western Hemisphere.

The Cuban Missile Crisis



In 1962, the Cuban Missile Crisis brought the world to the brink of nuclear
war. The crisis began when the United States discovered that the Soviet
Union was secretly installing nuclear missiles in Cuba. President John F.
Kennedy demanded that the Soviets remove the missiles, and the two
sides engaged in a tense standoff.

After several days of negotiations, the Soviets agreed to remove the
missiles in exchange for a U.S. pledge not to invade Cuba. The Cuban
Missile Crisis was a major turning point in the Cold War, and it helped to
ease tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union.

The U.S. Embargo of Cuba

In 1960, the United States imposed an embargo on Cuba in an attempt to
pressure Castro to step down. The embargo has been in place for over 60
years, and it has had a devastating impact on the Cuban economy.

The embargo prohibits U.S. companies from ng business with Cuba, and it
also restricts travel between the two countries. The embargo has been
criticized by many countries, including the United Nations, and it has been
a major source of tension between the United States and Cuba.

Recent Developments

In recent years, there have been some signs of improvement in relations
between the United States and Cuba. In 2014, President Obama and
President Raul Castro announced that they would work to normalize
relations between their two countries.

The United States and Cuba have since reopened embassies in each
other's capitals, and they have signed a number of agreements on



cooperation in areas such as trade, travel, and environmental protection.

However, the embargo remains in place, and there are still a number of
obstacles that need to be overcome before relations between the two
countries can be fully normalized.

Cuba and the United States have a long and tumultuous history. The two
countries have been involved in both cooperation and conflict, and their
relationship has been shaped by the Cold War and the U.S. embargo.

In recent years, there have been some signs of improvement in relations
between the United States and Cuba. However, the embargo remains in
place, and there are still a number of obstacles that need to be overcome
before relations between the two countries can be fully normalized.
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