
From Battlefield to Battlefield: The
Extraordinary Saga of American Soldiers of
Fortune
In the annals of military history, the term "soldier of fortune" conjures up
images of daring adventurers, risking their lives in pursuit of glory and
financial gain. The American Soldier of Fortune series, a seminal collection
of books and films, delves deep into the captivating world of these
enigmatic warriors.

The Genesis of American Soldier of Fortune

American Soldier of Fortune emerged in the 1970s as a magazine
dedicated to exploring the lives and experiences of professional soldiers
who fought in conflicts around the globe. Edited by Robert K. Brown, a
former US Army Green Beret, the magazine quickly gained a loyal following
due to its unflinching coverage of military conflicts, special forces
operations, and the unique perspectives of soldiers on the front lines.
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The Evolution of the Series

The success of the magazine spawned a series of popular books and films
that expanded the American Soldier of Fortune franchise. These works
introduced the world to a cast of extraordinary individuals, including:

* Colonel David Hackworth: A highly decorated Vietnam War veteran
known for his unconventional tactics and outspoken views. * Richard
Marcinko: The founder of the US Navy's elite SEAL Team Six, responsible
for daring missions around the world. * William Colby: Former director of
the Central Intelligence Agency, who played a pivotal role in the Vietnam
War and the Cold War. * Bob Denard: A notorious French mercenary who
fought in numerous African conflicts.

The Unforgettable Characters

Through vivid narratives and gripping interviews, American Soldier of
Fortune revealed the personal stories of these soldiers, their motivations,
and their experiences in the world's most dangerous battlefields. Readers
and viewers were captivated by the larger-than-life personalities, their
courage, and their unwavering dedication to their craft.
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Colonel Hackworth, in particular, became an iconic figure in the series.
Known for his brash demeanor and unwavering belief in his troops, he left
an indelible mark on the minds of those who knew him. His exploits in
Vietnam, where he earned the nickname "Hack the Thwack," were
chronicled in the acclaimed book "About Face."

American Soldier of Fortune in Popular Culture
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The impact of American Soldier of Fortune extended beyond its core
readership. The magazine and associated books and films influenced
popular culture and raised awareness of the often-hidden world of
professional soldiers.

* The 1985 film "Missing in Action," starring Chuck Norris, was inspired by
the real-life exploits of soldiers featured in American Soldier of Fortune. *
The popular video game series "Medal of Honor" drew inspiration from the
magazine's coverage of Special Forces operations. * Many writers and
filmmakers have credited American Soldier of Fortune as a source of
inspiration for their works, exploring themes of war, adventure, and the
human cost of conflict.

Legacy and Impact

Today, the American Soldier of Fortune series remains a valuable record of
military history and a testament to the courage and sacrifice of soldiers who
fought in conflicts around the world. By shedding light on their experiences
and motivations, the series helped to shape our understanding of war and
the role of professional soldiers in modern society.

As we look back on the American Soldier of Fortune legacy, we are
reminded of the extraordinary individuals who risked everything in pursuit of
their beliefs. Their stories continue to inspire and challenge us, reminding
us of the complexities of war and the enduring bonds of camaraderie that
form in the face of adversity.

American Soldier of Fortune is more than just a series of books and films; it
is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who have fought for their
country and for what they believe in. By capturing the raw and often brutal



reality of war, the series has left an indelible mark on popular culture and
our understanding of the human experience in conflict.
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