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Beaver fever, also known as tularemia, is a potentially fatal infectious
disease that primarily affects beavers. It is caused by the bacterium
Francisella tularensis, which can be transmitted to humans and other
animals through contact with infected beavers or their carcasses. Beaver
fever is a serious disease, and it is important to be aware of its symptoms
and how to prevent it.

Causes

Beaver fever is caused by the bacterium Francisella tularensis. This
bacterium is found in the blood, tissues, and organs of infected beavers.
Beavers can become infected with F. tularensis by ingesting contaminated
water or food, or by contact with infected animals or their carcasses.

Symptoms
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The symptoms of beaver fever can vary depending on the route of
infection. In humans, the most common symptoms include:

* Fever * Chills * Headache * Muscle aches * Fatigue * Nausea * Vomiting *
Diarrhea * Abdominal pain * Swollen lymph nodes

In beavers, the symptoms of beaver fever can include:

* Respiratory distress * Lethargy * Loss of appetite * Weight loss * Diarrhea
* Abscesses * Death

Diagnosis

Beaver fever is diagnosed based on the symptoms of the disease and by
testing for the presence of F. tularensis in the blood or tissues. Blood tests
can be used to detect antibodies to F. tularensis, which can indicate a
current or past infection. Culture tests can be used to grow F. tularensis
from blood, tissues, or other samples.

Treatment

Beaver fever is treated with antibiotics. The most commonly used antibiotic
is streptomycin. Other antibiotics that may be used include gentamicin,
doxycycline, and ciprofloxacin. Treatment should be started as soon as
possible after diagnosis to prevent serious complications.

Prevention

There are several steps that can be taken to prevent beaver fever:

* Avoid contact with beavers and their carcasses. * Wear gloves and a
mask when handling beaver carcasses. * Cook beaver meat thoroughly



before eating it. * Boil water from natural sources before drinking it. * Keep
pets away from beavers. * Vaccinate dogs against beaver fever.

Beaver fever is a serious disease, but it can be prevented by taking the
appropriate precautions. If you are experiencing symptoms of beaver fever,
it is important to see a doctor right away. Early diagnosis and treatment can
help to prevent serious complications.
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