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Released in 2004, Hotel Rwanda is a gripping and emotionally charged
historical drama that recounts the true story of the Rwandan genocide and
the role of the Hotel des Mille Collines in providing refuge to thousands of
Tutsi refugees.

The film stars Don Cheadle as Paul Rusesabagina, a Hutu hotel manager
who risked his own life to protect the Tutsi refugees who had sought shelter
in his hotel. Sophie Okonedo plays Tatiana Rusesabagina, Paul's Tutsi
wife, who also played a vital role in the rescue effort.

The film was directed by Terry George, who co-wrote the screenplay with
Keir Pearson. George was inspired to make the film after reading an article
about Rusesabagina's story in The New York Times.
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Hotel Rwanda was a critical and commercial success. It was nominated for
three Academy Awards, including Best Picture, and won the BAFTA Award
for Best British Film.

The film has been praised for its powerful storytelling, its unflinching
depiction of the genocide, and its hopeful message of survival and
redemption. It has also been used as a teaching tool to raise awareness of
the Rwandan genocide and to promote peace and reconciliation.

The Rwandan Genocide

The Rwandan genocide was a systematic and intentional killing of Tutsi
people by Hutu people. The genocide took place over a period of 100 days,
from April to July 1994. During that time, an estimated 800,000 Tutsi people
were killed.

The genocide was sparked by the assassination of Rwandan President
Juvenal Habyarimana on April 6, 1994. Habyarimana's death triggered a
wave of violence against Tutsi people, who were blamed for his death.

The genocide was carried out by Hutu militias, government forces, and
ordinary citizens. The militias were armed with machetes, clubs, and guns.
They went from house to house, killing Tutsi people and burning their
homes.

The Rwandan genocide was one of the most horrific events in human
history. It is a reminder of the dangers of hatred and intolerance.

The Hotel des Mille Collines



The Hotel des Mille Collines is a four-star hotel located in Kigali, Rwanda.
During the Rwandan genocide, the hotel became a refuge for thousands of
Tutsi refugees.

The hotel was managed by Paul Rusesabagina, a Hutu man who risked his
own life to protect the Tutsi refugees. Rusesabagina used his connections
with the Hutu government and the Rwandan military to negotiate safe
passage for the refugees.

The Hotel des Mille Collines was a lifeline for the Tutsi refugees. It provided
them with food, shelter, and protection from the violence outside.

The hotel's staff also played a vital role in the rescue effort. They risked
their own lives to help the refugees escape from the hotel and to find safe
haven.

The Hotel des Mille Collines is a symbol of hope and courage. It is a
reminder of the power of one person to make a difference.

Paul Rusesabagina

Paul Rusesabagina is a Hutu man who saved the lives of over 1,200 Tutsi
refugees during the Rwandan genocide. He was the manager of the Hotel
des Mille Collines in Kigali, Rwanda, where the refugees sought refuge.

Rusesabagina was born in 1954 in Kigali. He is the son of a Hutu father
and a Tutsi mother. Rusesabagina grew up in a time of ethnic tension
between the Hutu and Tutsi people.

In 1994, the Rwandan genocide began. Rusesabagina's hotel quickly
became a refuge for Tutsi refugees. Rusesabagina used his connections



with the Hutu government and the Rwandan military to negotiate safe
passage for the refugees.

Rusesabagina's actions saved the lives of thousands of Tutsi people. He is
a hero who risked his own life to make a difference.

Rusesabagina has been recognized for his heroism. He has received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award in the United
States. He has also been awarded the Raoul Wallenberg Award, which is
given to people who have saved the lives of others during genocide.

The Legacy of Hotel Rwanda

Hotel Rwanda is a powerful and moving film that has had a lasting impact.
The film has raised awareness of the Rwandan genocide and has helped to
promote peace and reconciliation.

The film has also inspired a number of initiatives to help the survivors of the
genocide. The Paul Rusesabagina Foundation provides scholarships to
Rwandan students who are studying in the United States. The foundation
also supports a number of other initiatives to help the survivors of the
genocide.

Hotel Rwanda is a film that will continue to be remembered for its powerful
storytelling, its unflinching depiction of the genocide, and its hopeful
message of survival and redemption.

Inside the Hotel Rwanda is a powerful and moving film that tells the true
story of the Rwandan genocide and the role of the Hotel des Mille Collines
in providing refuge to thousands of Tutsi refugees. The film is a powerful



reminder of the dangers of hatred and intolerance, and it is a testament to
the power of one person to make a difference.
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