The Irish Dulcimer: George Hutton, a Musical
Masterpiece

Nestled amidst the rolling hills and verdant landscapes of Ireland, the Irish
dulcimer has emerged as a captivating musical instrument, capturing the
hearts of musicians and music lovers alike. Its enchanting sound and rich
history have made it an integral part of traditional Irish music. Among the
most celebrated dulcimer makers is George Hutton, a master craftsman
whose creations are renowned for their exquisite craftsmanship and
captivating melodies.
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A Journey Through History: The Irish Dulcimer's Roots

The origins of the Irish dulcimer trace back to the early 17th century. It is
believed that the instrument evolved from the Appalachian dulcimer,
brought to Ireland by Scottish and English settlers. Over time, the Irish
dulcimer underwent a series of modifications, adapting to the unique
musical traditions of the Irish people. By the 18th century, it had become an
indispensable part of Irish music sessions, accompanying songs and
dances with its sweet and haunting melodies.
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George Hutton: The Maestro of Dulcimer Making

In the realm of Irish dulcimer making, the name George Hutton stands tall.
Born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, in 1942, Hutton embarked on his musical
odyssey at a tender age. His passion for music led him to explore various
instruments, but it was the dulcimer that truly captivated his soul. In the
1970s, he began crafting dulcimers, honing his skills and developing a
deep understanding of the instrument's intricacies.

Hutton's dulcimers are not merely instruments; they are works of art,
meticulously crafted with the finest materials. Each dulcimer is a testament
to his unwavering commitment to excellence. The soundboards are made
from carefully selected tonewoods, such as spruce, mahogany, and walnut,
ensuring a rich and resonant sound. The bridges, fretboards, and pegs are
crafted from ebony, rosewood, and other exotic hardwoods, adding to the
instrument's durability and aesthetic appeal.



Unveiling the Enchanting Sound of the Irish Dulcimer

The Irish dulcimer is a fretted string instrument with a distinctive sound that
sets it apart from other members of the dulcimer family. It typically has
three or four strings, tuned in unison or octaves. The instrument is played
by plucking the strings with a plectrum, producing a clear and ringing tone.
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The frets are placed diatonically, allowing for a wide range of melodies and
chords to be played.

In the hands of a skilled player, the Irish dulcimer weaves a tapestry of
enchanting melodies that transport listeners to the heart of the Emerald
Isle. Its sweet and ethereal sound blends seamlessly with other traditional
Irish instruments, such as the fiddle, pipes, and bodhran, creating a
captivating musical experience.

The Art of Dulcimer Playing: A Journey of Expression

Mastering the Irish dulcimer requires dedication, patience, and a deep
appreciation for the instrument's unique characteristics. Beginners typically
start by learning simple melodies and chords, gradually building up their
technique and repertoire. As players progress, they explore more advanced
techniques, such as ornamentation, strumming, and fingerpicking, adding
depth and complexity to their performances.

The Irish dulcimer provides a limitless canvas for musical expression. It is
an instrument that encourages creativity and improvisation, allowing
players to explore their own musical ideas and interpretations. Whether
accompanying traditional Irish tunes or venturing into contemporary
compositions, the dulcimer offers a boundless realm of possibilities.

: A Treasured Instrument of Irish Heritage

The Irish dulcimer, crafted with passion and played with soul, stands as a
testament to the rich musical traditions of Ireland. George Hutton, a master
dulcimer maker, continues to shape the legacy of this enchanting
instrument, ensuring its place in the hearts of musicians and music lovers
for generations to come. As the dulcimer's melodies reverberate through



the halls of Irish music sessions and concert venues, it serves as a
reminder of the enduring power of music to connect, inspire, and transport
us to a realm of pure enchantment.
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