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John and Charles Wesley, the founders of Methodism, were two of the
most influential figures in the history of Christianity. Their teachings and
practices had a profound impact on the religious and social landscape of
the 18th century, and their legacy continues to shape Christian faith and
practice today.

This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the Way of the
Wesleys, exploring their spiritual journey, theological beliefs, and practical
applications. We will begin by examining the early lives and influences that
shaped their worldview.

Early Lives and Influences
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John Wesley was born in 1703 in Epworth, England. His father, Samuel
Wesley, was a clergyman, and his mother, Susanna Wesley, was a devout
Christian. John received a classical education at Charterhouse School and
Christ Church, Oxford.

Charles Wesley was born in 1707 in Epworth, England. He also received a
classical education at Westminster School and Christ Church, Oxford.
While at Oxford, John and Charles became members of the Holy Club, a
group of students who were dedicated to a life of piety and service.

The Holy Club was influenced by the writings of the German theologian
August Hermann Francke. Francke emphasized the importance of personal
piety, social concern, and missionary work. These ideas had a profound
impact on John and Charles Wesley, and they would later become the

foundation of Methodism.
Theological Beliefs

The Wesleys' theological beliefs were rooted in the Arminian tradition.
Arminianism is a theological system that emphasizes the freedom of the
human will and the possibility of salvation for all people. The Wesleys
believed that God's grace is prevenient, meaning that it is given to all
people before they are aware of it. This grace enables people to respond to
God's call and to enter into a relationship with him.

The Wesleys also believed in the doctrine of Christian perfection. They
believed that it is possible for Christians to live a life of sinless perfection in
this life. This doctrine was controversial in the 18th century, and it remains
a subject of debate among Christians today.

Practical Applications



The Wesleys' teachings had a profound impact on the religious and social
life of the 18th century. They founded Methodist societies, which were
groups of Christians who met together for worship, fellowship, and mutual
support. Methodist societies were often organized into classes, which were
small groups led by a class leader. Class meetings were a time for
members to share their experiences and to encourage one another in their
faith.

The Wesleys also founded band meetings, which were smaller groups of
Christians who met together for prayer and Bible study. Band meetings
were a time for members to deepen their relationship with God and to grow
in their faith.

The Wesleys also wrote a number of hymns, which were used in Methodist
worship. Their hymns are known for their simplicity, their emotional power,
and their theological depth.

Legacy

The legacy of the Wesleys is immense. Methodism, the movement that
they founded, has grown into a worldwide denomination with over 80
million members. Methodist churches can be found in every country in the
world, and they are a major force for good in the world.

The Wesleys' teachings continue to influence Christian faith and practice
today. Their emphasis on personal piety, social concern, and missionary
worKk is still relevant in the 21st century. The Way of the Wesleys is a rich
and vibrant tradition that has much to offer Christians today.

John and Charles Wesley were two of the most influential figures in the
history of Christianity. Their teachings and practices had a profound impact



on the religious and social landscape of the 18th century, and their legacy
continues to shape Christian faith and practice today. The Way of the
Wesleys is a rich and vibrant tradition that has much to offer Christians
today.
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